Introduction
Epping Forest is a Florida landmark, rich in history,
charm, and grace. It is listed in the National Register of
Historic Sites, and is significant architecturally for its
structure and landscaping. In many ways Epping Forest
represents much that is Florida, and parallels the
evolution of business in the region.
The story of Epping Forest has many fascinating
chapters. Each room has a story of its own and an
individual character that makes it a special experience for
all who have had the opportunity to tour Epping Forest.
Painstaking care has been given to preserving this
architectural masterpiece with historic integrity, while at
the same time adapting it to modern living.
The Masons share with other appreciative friends the
illustrious heritage which is so important in Florida's
history, as well as the rare beauty of museum quality
within the walls of Epping Forest.

December 1977

The story of Epping Forest
In 1926, Alfred I. duPont and his wife, Jessie Ball duPont,
moved their legal residence to Florida from their palatial
home in Wilmington, Delaware, known as "Nemours".
They purchased a homesite of six lots on the St. Johns
River in San Jose, a new subdivision just south of
Jacksonville. A local architect, Harold Saxelbye, was
chosen and he worked closely with Mr. duPont in
designing the winter home. The mediterranean style,
popular in the 1920s with a mixture of Gothic, Spanish
Renaissance and Baroque influences, was utilized in
the design.
The home was built under the painstaking supervision
of Mrs. duPont's brother, Mr. Edward Ball. The lavish
hand carved, hand painted ceilings throughout the main
rooms downstairs were done by fine European
craftsmen. The duPonts moved to their Florida winter
home in early 1927. They called it "Epping Forest" after a
small town in England which was the ancestral family
home of the Balls.
Adjacent land in the subdivision was subsequently
bought, and there are now 60 acres along a mile
of waterfront.
At the same time that tl'ie house was being built the
grounds were planned and laid out by the famous
landscape architect, Dr. Harold H. Hume, Dean
Emeritus of the Colleg~ of Architecture at the University
of Florida. The original waterline.can be recognized by
the line of native cypress trees where the ground slopes
down to the lower level. The bulkhead was put in and
fill pumped into the area where the formal garden is now
located. There are four small fountains at intersections of
the walkways. The focal point is the fountain featuring
native Florida wildlife: alligators, pelicans and frogs.

The extensive dock and horseshoe shaped breakwater
was built in 1930.
Mr. duPont died in 1935 at Epping Forest. Jessie Ball
duPont continued to make it her winter home until 1960,
when she suffered a broken hip in Delaware. Because
of immobility she was unable to ever return to Epping
Forest. She died in 1970. Due to the impact of the
duPonts on Florida history in the business, economic and
philanthropic fields the house was listed on the
National Register of Historic Sites.
The Trustees of the duPont Estate decided to sell
Epping Forest in the fall of 1972. Sealed bids were
submitted and it was purchased as a home by the
Raymond Mason family who have lived there since
December, 1972.
Very few changes have been made at Epping Forest.
Central air conditioning was installed during 1973, and
extensive electrical and plumbing modernization was
done. After moving into Epping Forest Raymond Mason
liked the atmosphere and view from the upper level of
I
the boat house so much that he enclosed one end and
I
I
now uses it as his office.
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The extensive dock and horseshoe shaped breakwater
was built in 1930.
Mr. duPont died in 1935 at Epping Forest. Jessie Ball
duPont continued to make it her winter home until 1960,
when she suffered a broken hip in Delaware. Because
of in1mobility she was unable to ever return to Epping
Forest. She died in 1970. Due to the impact of the
duPonts on Florida history in the business, economic and
philanthropic fields the house was listed on the
National Register of Historic Sites.
The Trustees of the duPont Estate decided to sell
Epping Forest in the fall of 1972. Sealed bids were
submitted and it was purchased as a home by the
Raymond Mason family who have lived there since
December, 1972.
Very few changes have been made at Epping Forest.
Central air conditioning was installed during 1973, and
extensive electrical and plumbing modernization was
done. After moving into Epping Forest Raymond Mason
liked the atmosphere and view from the upper level of
the boat house so much that he enclosed one end and
now uses it as his office.
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A tour through the rooms

Entrance Hall
The main house is approximately 15,000 square feet and
contains 25 rooms. Entering the front door, visitors are
in the vaulted foyer with checkerboard marble floor. This
opens to the entrance hall which is dominated by a
modem Moroccan rug (a gift to the Masons from HM
King Hassan II of Morocco on the occasion of a visit by
his eldest daughter, Princess Lila Merian, with a group of
her friends). A pair of Italian Renaissance arm chairs with
hand embroidered backs flank the Louis XVI desk and
facing is a pair of wrought iron Toledo arm chairs.
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Entrance Hall
The main house is approximately 15,000 square feet and
contains 25 rooms. Entering the front door, visitors are
in the vaulted foyer with checkerboard marble floor. This
opens to the entrance hall which is dominated by a
modem Moroccan rug (a gift to the Masons from HM
King Hassan II of Morocco on the occasion of a visit by
his eldest daughter, Princess Lila Merian, with a group of
her friends). A pair of Italian Renaissance arm chairs with
hand embroidered backs flank the Louis XVI desk and
facing is a pair of wrought iron Toledo arm chairs.

The Library

The Music Room

Leaving the entrance hall, entry is through hand carved
doors into the oak paneled library. Notice the floor
which is pegged and keyed planks. The Italian oval table
was for years Mr. Mason's office desk. The globe is
Waterford Crystal. On the left is a 16th Century Spanish
Varguena on a trestle stand. Two antique monk's chairs
are also of interest in the library. The grandfather clock
belonged to the late Ray Downing Knight, a well known
Jacksonville newspaperman and cousin of Raymond
Knight Mason.

Double doors open to the tile floored Music Room.
The paintings are all originals by the late Lee Adams, a
well known local artist. The carved doors and molding
around the windows are especially beautiful in this room.
As you go through the Music Room, you are in a short
gallery. Look at the carved Dolphin frieze over the south
doors. The curtains are Czechoslovakian darned lace.
The antique Persian rug is a hunting scene in the Shah
Abbas style. The modern Persian rug was a gift from
Ambassador Zahedi of Iran after the visit of his daughter,
Princess Mahnaz. In the individual cases are: an
ancient Persian pot; a miniature of the Egyptian God,
Osiris; two daggers, one from Sharjah, the other from
Saudi Arabia; also displayed are pieces from the Boehm
porcelain Tutankhamun collection.

The Music Room
: hall, entry is through hand carved
neled library. Notice the floor
keyed planks. The Italian oval table
:ison's office desk. The globe is
In the left is a 16th Century Spanish
! stand. Two antique monk's chairs
the library. The grandfather clock
~ay Downing Knight, a well known
,erman and cousin of Raymond

Double doors open to the tile floored Music Room.
The paintings are all originals by the late Lee Adams, a
well known local artist. The carved doors and molding
around the windows are especially beautiful in this room.
As you go through the Music Room, you are in a short
gallery. Look at the carved Dolphin frieze over the south
doors. The curtains are Czechoslovakian darned lace.
The antique Persian rug is a hunting scene in the Shah
Abbas style. The modern Persian rug was a gift from
Ambassador Zahedi of Iran after the visit of his daughter,
Princess Mahnaz. In the individual cases are: an
ancient Persian pot; a miniature of the Egyptian God,
Osiris; two daggers, one from Sharjah, the other from
Saudi Arabia; also displayed are pieces from the Boehm
porcelain Tutankhamun collection.

The Drawing Room

The Den

The Drawing Room has Moorish style windows covered
by Belgian lace curtains with different dance scenes.
The Kasmir carpet of Aubusson design was made in 1959
for the Mason's Richmond Street living room (their
former residence). The chandeliers are from the same
room. The portrait of Varina Mason Druce was done by
Jean Troemel of St. Augustine. The large leather chest
under the portrait is of special interest. A pair of antique
Aubusson portieres hang on the north wall. Most of the
French furniture is period Louis XV. The large bureau
plat holds a collection of Steuben crystal.

Leaving the Drawing Room you enter the Den. The
large hunting scene is by Thomasse; the pastel portraits
of the Mason's children were done by Atlanta artist,
Gisbert Palmie. The hooked rug was designed by Ronnie
Mosseller of Tryon, North Carolina for the Mason's
dining room in their former home. The patterns are from
their china; outside border is Cretan by Lenox
(American); white and gold swag on red is the
Nymphenbourg (German) in the Hepplewhite secretary;
the blue scroll on yellow background, Dynasty by
Herrend (Hungarian) in the right hand cabinet; and in
the comer cartouches, the antique Minton (English) in
the left hand cabinet. The fine Kermanshah rug is signed
"Hussein Kermani. "
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Leaving the Drawing Room you enter the Den. The
large hunting scene is by Thomasse; the pastel portraits
of the Mason's children were done by Atlanta artist,
Gisbert Palmie. The hooked rug was designed by Ronnie
Mosseller of Tryon, North Carolina for the Mason's
dining room in their former home. The patterns are from
their china; outside border is Cretan by Lenox
(American); white and gold swag on red is the
Nymphenbourg (German) in the Hepplewhite secretary;
the blue scroll on yellow background, Dynasty by
Herrend (Hungarian) in the right hand cabinet; and in
the corner cartouches, the antique Minton (English) in
the left hand cabinet. The fine Kermanshah rug is signed
"Hussein Kermani."
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The Dining Hall

Upstairs

Across the Music Room to the Dining Room, the ceiling
is the brightest colored of all. The oak table (with all its
leaves) is 48" wide and 20' long. The Chamberlain
Worcester is known as the "D'Arey" set having been
made in England in 1820 for the Lord Mayor of Dublin by
that name. Of special note is the early Spanish cabinet
inset with engraved ivories, tortoise shell and ebony.
Minerva Mason had the gold chairs made to order to seat
24. On the occasion of President Ford's having lunch with
President Sadat on the dock, 11 of these chairs were
used and afterwards plaques were attached to the backs
telling who used the chair at that time. The mural
paintings are scenes of the garden by Christine Schmidt,
a local artist, looking closely you will see the Mason
children. The antique Coromandel screen and blue and
white Ming porcelain blend with the Chinese rug.
The Dining Room opens to the Portuguese tiled
breakfast room. The prints here are all number 9 in a
series started by Lee Adams. The pantry/kitchen area is
beyond here. Back stairs lead up to five former staff
rooms. They are now used as small guest rooms.

Going up the main marble stairway you have a good view
on the stair wall of a garden design Persian silk carpet.
There are 29 cartouches with ancient Persian poetry
describing the beauty and delights of the garden. On the
landing is a modem Bokhara rug.
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Proceeding up the stairs, you see a Hepplewhite
sideboard with some of the Mason's collection of
porcelain soldiers and an English grandfather clock. The
English Chippendale breakfront contains items collected
by the Masons as does the armoire. Hanging
on the wall is a Keshan silk rug. A small writing room has
steps to the tower.
To the left of the breakfront, Varina's room, contains
a four poster English bed which was brought over to
the United States in colonial days by ancestors of
Raymond Mason. It is high enough to accommodate a
trundle bed and steps are necessary to get into the bed.
The blue and pink carpet is Anatolian. Varina is married
and lives with her husband, Dix Druce, on Richmond
Street just down from her childhood home.
Toward the river is the Guest Room which is decorated
with a colorful fabric copying the "Charmwood"
Wedgewood plate between the windows. The rug was
custom made in the Far East, as were the matching
hall runners.
After you go through the north gates on your left is
Raymond, Jr. 's, study. The large Moorish inlaid Walnut
cabinet on matching stand is of interest as is the folding
Dante chair with Arabic inscriptions on the leather.
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Going up the main marble stairway you have a good view
on the stair wall of a garden design Persian silk carpet.
There are 29 cartouches with ancient Persian poetry
describing the beauty and delights of the garden. On the
landing is a modem Bokhara rug.
Proceeding up the stairs, you see a Hepplewhite
sideboard with some of the Mason's collection of
porcelain soldiers and an English grandfather clock. The
English Chippendale breakfront contains items collected
by the Masons as does the armoire. Hanging
on the wall is a Keshan silk rug. A small writing room has
steps to the tower.
To the left of the breakfront, Varina's room, contains
a four poster English bed which was brought over to
the United States in colonial days by ancestors of
Raymond Mason. It is high enough to accommodate a
trundle bed and steps are necessary to get into the bed.
The blue and pink carpet is Anatolian. Varina is married
and lives with her husband, Dix Druce, on Richmond
Street just down from her childhood home.
Toward the river is the Guest Room which is decorated
with a colorful fabric copying the "Charmwood"
Wedgewood plate between the windows. The rug was
custom made in the Far East, as were the matching
hall runners.
After you go through the north gates on your left is
Raymond, Jr. 's, study. The large Moorish inlaid Walnut
cabinet on matching stand is of interest as is the folding
Dante chair with Arabic inscriptions on the leather.
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The Grounds and Wheelhouse
Across the hall is Raymond, Jr. 's, bedroom. This room is
the Mason's ''American" room. The massive four poster
bed belongs to Mrs. Walter Rogers, Sr. (Minerva
Rogers Mason's mother). The large standing bureau was
carved by Mrs. Rogers' grandfather, Thomas Marian
Henry, who trained as a cabinetmaker in Nashville,
Tennessee. The bookcases and paneling were done in
1973. Raymond, Jr., now lives in the garage apartment
and is a student at Jacksonville University.
The comer riverfront room is used by Mrs. Rogers
(Mrs. Mason's mother) whenever she spends the night.
The matching Chinese rugs here and in the study were in
her home on St. Johns Avenue, (the onetime Florida
Yacht Club which was remodeled in the late 1920s by the
Rogers and used as their home until it was tom down in
1966). The door opposite Mrs. Rogers' room opens to
the back hall where the small guest rooms previously
mentioned are located.
Going back to the main upstairs hall and through the
south gate, you first see Marcy's room (presently a
student at Harvard Business School). The Indian carpet
was ordered by the Mason family in 1962 while in
Bombay on an around-the-world trip. The Samuel
McIntyre four poster bed was purchased in the 1960s
from the estate of the late Florida Governor, John
Martin. The painted, carved dressing table is period
Louis XV.
Down the hall through a leaded glass door is the Mason's
sitting room and bedroom.
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Next to the main house is a bricked courtyard bounded
on the north by a 5 car garage. There are two
apartments in this building, one occupied by Raymond,
Jr., the other used by Marcy. Beyond that building is
another garage with overhead apartment. Next to that is
the "Wheel House". Mr. duPont designed this to aerate
the water so as to remove sulphur. As the roof was in
disrepair Minerva put on the present plastic and painted
the interior white to lighten the area. The house on the
end is used by the caretaker.

Acorns and Owls
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Almost half a century ago when the plans for Epping
Forest were on the drawing board, an acorn motif and
stone owls were incorporated into the design. It almost
seemed predestined that Minerva and Raymond Mason
and their family would eventually make Epping Forest
their home.
The acorn is the symbol of The Charter Company, of
which Mr. Mason is President and Chairman of the
Board. The acorn was incorporated as the symbol of
Charter long before the Masons moved to Epping Forest
and it is especially appropriate that acorns adorn the
masonry walls throughout the grounds of Epping Forest
and are used on the dock where his office is located.
In ancient mythology the owl is the sacred bird of the
goddess Minerva. Two dozen owls, carved in stone are
perched on the garden wall which surrounds the lower
terrace. These remarkable coincidences add to the
special character of Epping Forest.
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Next to the main house is a bricked courtyard bounded
on the north by a 5 car garage. There are two
apartments in this building, one occupied by Raymond,
Jr., the other used by Marcy. Beyond that building is
another garage with overhead apartment. Next to that is
the "Wheel House". Mr. duPont designed this to aerate
the water so as to remove sulphur. As the roof was in
disrepair Minerva put on the present plastic and painted
the interior white to lighten the area. The house on the
end is used by the caretaker.

Acorns and Owls
Almost half a century ago when the plans for Epping
Forest were on the drawing board, an acorn motif and
stone owls were incorporated into the design. It almost
seemed predestined that Minerva and Raymond Mason
and their family would eventually make Epping Forest
their home.
The acorn is the symbol of The Charter Company, of
which Mr. Mason is President and Chairman of the
Board. The acorn was incorporated as the symbol of
Charter long before the Masons moved to Epping Forest
and it is especially appropriate that acorns adorn the
masonry walls throughout the grounds of Epping Forest
and are used on the dock where his office is located.
In ancient mythology the owl is the sacred bird of the
goddess Minerva. Two dozen owls, carved in stone are
perched on the garden wall which surrounds the lower
terrace. These remarkable coincidences add to the
special character of Epping Forest.

Important Events
Since the Masons have lived at Epping Forest, they have
shared their beautiful home on many occasions with the
citizens ofJacksonville, as well as world leaders. In 1975,
the eyes of the world were on Epping Forest when
President Gerald Ford and President Anwar Sadat of
Egypt used Epping Forest as the site for a summit
meeting. Major political leaders, heads of state, and the
captains of American industry have all visited the Masons
and Epping Forest.
But Epping Forest has not been reserved just for world
leaders. For example, in the Spring of 1977 over 2,000
children had the largest Easter Egg Hunt ever held in
the city of Jacksonville at a private residence on the
grounds of Epping Forest. Many fund raising benefits
have been held at Epping Forest, as well as business
meetings for community organizations, special
celebrations, cultural events, and grand balls. Some
of the events at Epping Forest are shown on the
following pages.
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1. Shown 011 the Epping Forest

Dock are Edward Ball, Tn,stee
of the Alfred I. duPont Estate,
Ray11w11d Mason, Senator
Henry ·scoap" Jackson, and
Ardeshir Zahedi, Iranian
Ambassador to the United
States 011 the occasion of the
50th Anniversary Ball of the
j unior League ofJacksonville,
May 15, 1973.
2. There have been many events
al Epping Forest/or the benefit
of local civic and service
orgamzations. Shown are
some of the 4,000 guesls at /he
benefit/or the Garden Club of
Jacksonville 011 March 20,
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3. In May of 1976, fl . fl. the
Emir o/Shmjah received the
key to the city ofJacksonville
from Mayor Hans Tanzler.
4. Beverly Sills and the March
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of Dimes Poster Girl, shown
here with Mrs. Mason, were
honored at a fund raising coffee
in the spring of 1977.
5. Raymond Mason greets King
Hussein ofJordan a11d the Shah
of lra11 at Epping Forest 011 the
d,x;k, May 2, 1975.
6. Children's Museum Easler
Egg Hunt included Wal/Disney
characters and several
thousand children 2-10 years
old. Easter 1977.
7. November 2, 1976, President
Ford conducted summit
meetings with President Anwar
Sadat of Egypt. Also in
attendance were the Prirne
Ministerof Egypt, Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger, and a
host of secret service agents.
8. luncheon 011 the dock al
Epping Forest with President
Gerald Ford, Secretary of Stale
Henry Kissinger, President
Anwar Sadat, Foreign
Minister Fahmy of Egypt.
9. National and regional
political leaders have been
frequent visitors lo Epping
Forest. From nghl to left
Govenwr j erry Brown of
California, Janner Florida
Governor fl ayden Burns,
Raymond Mason, fo nner
Speaker of the Florid,1 fl ouse of
Representatives Fredenck fl.
Schultz and Florida Secreu,ry
ofState Bntce Smathers.
IO. Shown are (from left
lo right) Minerva Mason,
Na11cy mzd Brnce Smathers
(Florida Secretary ofState),
Dix and Varina Dntce (the
Masons' daughter). Florida
Stale Representative Ander
Crenshaw and wife Killy, and
Raymond Mason.

The Charter Company
Raymond Mason is the President and Chairman of the
Board of The Charter Company, a successful diversified
corporation with annual sales approaching $1. 5 billion.
The roots of The Charter Company go back almost
60 years to the Mason Lumber Company, which was
founded by Raymond Mason's father in 1919. The Mason
Lumber Company merged with the Pierce-Dible
Company, and in 1963, became known as The
Charter Company.
Through acquisition and internal growth, Charter has
evolved to three major operating areas. Charter Oil
Company is the major asset of Charter, and it engages in
petroleum refining and marketing, international oil
trading, and retailing. Charter Oil has over 500 service
stations located throughout the south, and a 70,000
barrel a day refinery in Houston, Texas.
Charter's communications group publishes Redhook,
Ladies' Home Journal, Sport Magazine, and owns six
radio stations. The communications group also owns the
Dayton Press, one of the largest printing operations in
the world, and the Hamilton Collection in Chicago.
Charter's insurance group includes life insurance
operations, retail insurance services, and land
development activities.
The Charter Company in 1976 was ranked number 192 in
the "Fortune 500" of the largest industrial corporations
in America.
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